To get on our mailing list, send
your name and address to:

Who Are We?
Most of us are active Unitarian Universalists who live in the San Francisco
Bay Area. The issues we address are at
all levels: local , regional, national and
international. Many have a keen interest
in social change, ecology, and peace some have special interest in ancient
goddesses and feminist spirituality.
Several officers comprise the leadership of the Women and Religion Task
Force, Pacific Central District. The
presiding officers are called Coconveners and their terms of office
usually last for two years, overlapping
for the purpose o f continuity.

Pacific Central District · UUA
Women & Religion Task Force
2441 Le Conte Avenue
Berkeley, CA 94709
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Women
and
Religion

What is clear is this: the patriarchal
repression of women and women's
experience (and the distortion of
men ' s huma nity) has been so
massive and prevalent, that to begin
to take women seriously will involve a
profound and radical transformation
of our religions.
-Rosemary Radford Reuther
UU World, 3/1/80

Feminists in religion have " a special
responsibility for understanding and
criticizing the ways in which institu·
tionalized religion has sanctioned the
exclusion of women: the ways in
which guilt, fear, assimilation and
symbolism have been used to keep
women in their place."

We must remember that one determined person
can make a significant difference, and that a
small group of determined people can change
the course of history.
-Sonia Johnson

-Mary Daly
Claremont Grad. Bulletin
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Yes, women must speak out. It's true.
We have no choice anymore. For we
are beginning to see the connections
between our everyday lives, the ex·
ploitation of the world's resources
and the rise of the military complex."
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-Rosemary Matson
UU World, 8/15/82
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It is women, that half of humanity
historically excluded from shaping
religious traditions, who are now
pushing for new ways of perceiving
and for new ways of relating that will
expand our self-of-being in the world.
-Lucile Schuck Longview
PCD Newsletter, Feb/Ma r 1983
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Pacific Central District
Unitarian Unlversallst Association

"Our Beginnings"
The Women and Religion Task Force
was founded in 1977, in response to the
denomination-wide "Women and Religion Resolution." Our founding purpose
was - and continues to be - the implementation of this Resolution by educating ourselves and taking specific
actions. Through our efforts, our Sisterhood has strengthened. We help empower each other. We also act as supporters, gadflies, informational and
spiritual resources for "the women in
the pews" as we discover ways to incorporate the best of feminist values into the fabric of our Unitarian Universalism.
In Spring 1977, the Pacific Central
District (Unitarian Universalist Association) held the first Women's Retreat at
Ralston White Mansion. In June 1977,
the Women and Religion Resolution
was passed at General Assembly in
(Cornell) Ithaca, New York, and upon
return, the Women and Religion Task
Force, Pacific Central District was
organized.
D

What Is The Resolution
On Women & Reliaion?
The Resolution on Women and
Religion was approved unanimously at
Ithaca, New York, in June 1977. Some
excerpts from this document are:
" . . . some models of human relationships arising from religious myths .. .
still create and perpetuate attitudes
that cause women everywhere to be
overlooked and undervalued . . .
children internalize these models, tending to limit their sense of se if-worth
and dignity . ..
" ... the UUA calls upon all UUs to
examine ca refully their own religious
beliefs and the extent to which these
beliefs influence sex-role stereotypes
within their own families .. .
" ... the G.A. urges the UUA administrative officers and staff, the religious
leaders within societies, the U.U.
theological schools , the directors of
related organizations , and the planners
of seminars and conferences, to make
every effort to (a) put traditional assumptions and language in perspective, and
(b) avoid sexist assumptions and
language in the future."
D

Our Goals

What We Do

To be strong, viable leaders in the
UUA's continental network implementing the W&R Resolution.
We strive to do this by -affirming our feminine values
-questioning established hierarchies
-promoting a spiritual emphasis
which empowers feminist values
and personal experiences
-looking to ourse lves for answers in
our spiritual quest
-broadening the consciousness of
where our efforts can reach - health,
equali ty, learn in g, economics, and
indeed to the preservation of
the world
-examining the theological basis of
patriarchy and sex role stereotypeswith the aim of eradication
-promoting gender inclusive language
-recognizing that we are involved in
an unending process and it is the
process itself which will pave the
way toward the specific results
we seek.
D

We hold at least 8 meetings a year at
various San Francisco Bay Area locations, usually Unitarian Universalist
churches/fellowships. One gathering is
at our Annual Retreat in Mill Valley, CA,
in the spring. We usually meet from 11 3 on Saturdays for a pot-luck luncheon
in September, October and November;
January, February, March and May.
Our activities vary from sending letters of protest or praise relating to
sex ist language and practices within
the denomination, analyzing sexist
sermons, promoting women's programs
and issues, keeping in touch with UU
feminists throughout the continent and
the Continental W&R Committee. We
develop and promote WARM tables
(Women and Religion Materials) at
General Assembly, District meetings,
etc.
We publish and distribute books of
interest to women , and provide Sunday
morning and adult education programs
to churches and community agencies,
including dramatic readings.
We build a sense of community
among women, provide opportunities
for others to become aware of genderrelated issues and keep vigilant about
actions and attitudes within our
religious organizations which either
build or diminish freedom and
wholeness.
We participate in the publication of
MATRIX, the continental newsletter. D
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Unless women organize, support
each other, and force change,
nothing basic is going to happen.
-Gloria Steinem
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. . . Feminism and the women' s move·
ment generally constitutes a trans·
forming vision that will change the
very nature of the world in which we
live ...
-UUA Women & Religion Committee
Report, June 1983

"Wherever women gather together,
failure is impossible."
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-Susan B. Anthony
1820·1906

"It's up to the women."
-Eleanor Roosevelt
1884·1962

